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A SURVEY OF THE EXTENT OF THE USE OF PRIVATE SECTOR
ASSISTANCE TECHNIQUES AND RESOURCES BY MUNICIPAL
PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENTS WITHIN
SOUTH CENTRAL UNITED STATES
Charles Larry Miller, Ph.D.
Department of Health, Ph ysical Education and Recreation
The University of New Mexico, 1978
The Problem
The purpose of this investigation was to determine the extent of use of
private sector assistance techniques and resources among muncifX1I park and recre
ation departments within South Central United States.
Procedures
A direct mail questionnaire was developed to obtain data from 116 cities
in Arkansas, Lou isiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas with populations above
20,000. The questionnaire, validated by a fXJnel of experts and pilot-tested, was
designed to determine the following: private sector resources and funding techniques;
the extent of awareness and use of private sector resources and techniqu es; and
efforts undertaken to implement a private sector assistance program.
The data were tabulated by automatic data processing using the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences {SPSS) program. Frequencies and crosstabulations
of 361 variables were analyzed by state and by five assigned population groups.
Findings
1. Nearly two-thirds of the respondents reported lack of awareness of
private sector techniques.
V

2.

Oter half of the cities received no funds for porks and recreation from

private sources .

3. Eight categories of private sector funding resources within a community
were identified.

4.

Seventeen private sector funding techniques to supplement pork and

recreation budgets were identified.

5. Less than one-third of the respondents reported having approached the
private sector in terms of pork and recreation needs and expenses.
6.

In terms of private contributions, the following resources were the most

commonly indicated:

cash, labor and materials-service clubs; land-land developers;

and use of facilities-universities and schools.

7. O.,er eighty percent of the responding cities do not have an organized
program to implement private sector assistance.
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8. One-fourth of the respondents used another agency or private entity
to obta in contributions from the private sector.
9. The most common mechanisms used to reach the private sector were:
organizing voluntee�, designating a special committee and developing set-aside
ordinances.
10. The two most commonly reported deterrents to the use of a private
sector assistance program in communities were: lock of personnel to develop a
private sector program and lack of awareness of private sector techni�es.
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